
Vocabulary  

Mayans The Maya, peoples made their 
home in an area known as Meso-
america (modern day Mexico 
and Central America). 

Mesoa-
merica 

Mesoamerica is a historical re-
gion and cultural area in North 
America.  

Glyph  A sculptured symbol that has 
meaning  

Temples Building devoted to the worship 
of a god or gods 

Calendar  A record of days and months of 
a year.  

Civilisa-
tion 

The society, culture and way of 
life of a group of people. 

 

 

Year 3  -  History - Summer 
Term  

Ancient Maya Civilisation  

Essential Knowledge  

- The Maya civilisation began 2600 BC. 

- The Maya civilisation lived in rainforests in North 
America. 

- The Maya worshipped gods and created temples.  

-The Maya were great mathematicians. 

- The Maya were able to tell the time using the sun. 
They create a calendar.   

- The Maya used glyphs to record significant events.  

Essential Skills  

- Use glyphs and hieroglyph to give us clues about the past  

- Use artefacts to give us clues about the past 

- Use evidence to create own conclusions about the end of 
the Maya civilisation  

What I already know 

I will have compared toys between two 
dates in history. 

I will know that significant people such as 
Rosa Parks have left a legacy.  

I know that life was different for rich and 
poor people during Victorian times.  

I have used photos to gather clues about 
the past.  

Concept: 
Significance 

Maya civilisation 
2600 BC 

2600 Maya 
civilisation 
began  

1000 BC 

Advanced 
ancient set-
tlements like 
Chalchuapa  

700 BC  

Early 
Maya 
Writing  

400 BC 

Solar 

calendar  

1250 AD  

Chichen 
Itza is 
abandoned.  


